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Hi everyone, and welcome back to Busy Kids Love Music, the podcast

where we explore the stories behind classical music, one composer at

a time. I'm your host, Carly Seifert, creator of Busy Kids Do Piano, and

I'm so glad you're here today.

Today we are wrapping up our three-part series on the Baroque

composer Antonio Vivaldi, and I have to say — I've loved every minute

of this series with you.

In episode 173, we learned about Vivaldi's life — how he grew up in

Venice, how his father taught him violin, and how he spent so much of

his career writing music for the talented young musicians at the

Ospedale della Pietà. And in episode 174, we explored one of the most

famous pieces of music ever written — The Four Seasons — and we

talked about how Vivaldi used music to paint pictures of nature.

If you haven't had a chance to listen to those episodes yet, I'd really

encourage you to go back and start there. You'll find links to both in

today's show notes.

Today, we're going to listen to and learn about a piece that is a little

different from The Four Seasons — but every bit as beautiful. It's

called the Concerto for Two Violins in A Minor.

Before we dive in, I want to make sure you have today's listening

activity. I've created a printable called the Musical Conversation Map,

and you can download it from the show notes at

busykidsdopiano.com/podcast/175.

As you listen to today's episode, you'll use the map to notice when the

two violins are "talking" to each other in the music — and I'll explain

exactly what I mean by that in just a few minutes. So if you'd like to

follow along with the printable, go ahead and pause and download it

now.
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Vivaldi wrote the Concerto for Two Violins in A Minor during a very

productive time in his career. It was published in 1711, as part of a

collection of twelve concertos called L'estro armonico — which is an

Italian phrase that roughly translates to 'The Harmonic Inspiration' or

'The Harmonic Fancy.'

Vivaldi was about 33 years old at the time, and he was already

considered one of the most exciting composers in Europe. L'estro

armonico was his first major published collection, and it was a huge

deal — it was dedicated to a wealthy Medici prince in Florence. This

collection made Vivaldi famous. It spread his music all across Europe —

to Germany, France, England — and composers everywhere were

studying it. The Concerto for Two Violins in A Minor is the eighth

concerto in the collection.

 

Before we listen more closely, let's do a quick vocabulary check —

because understanding a few musical terms is going to help you enjoy

this piece even more.

A concerto is a piece of music written for one or more solo instruments

and an orchestra. The solo instrument gets to show off its skills while

the orchestra supports and responds to it. In a concerto, there's usually

a back-and-forth conversation between the soloist and the orchestra —

which we'll hear a lot of today. This particular concerto is special

because instead of having just one solo violin, it has two solo violins. So

today, we have two star players, not one.

When we say a piece is written "in A minor," we're talking about its key

— which is like its home base. Music written in a minor key tends to

have a more serious, emotional, or even melancholy sound. You can

hear it right away in this piece. It feels thoughtful and expressive,

almost like it has something important to say.

Compare that to The Four Seasons Spring concerto we listened to in

episode 174 — that piece starts bright and cheerful, because it's written 
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in a major key. Major keys tend to feel happier and more upbeat. Minor

keys feel deeper and more emotional.

This doesn't mean minor keys are sad, exactly — they're just more

complex and interesting in a different way. And in this concerto, Vivaldi

uses that minor key to create something that feels rich, expressive, and

full of feeling.

 

In this concerto, the two violins don't just play together at the same

time. They have a conversation.

One violin plays a musical phrase — and then the other one answers.

Sometimes one violin starts an idea and the second one finishes it.

Sometimes they echo each other, playing the same melody just a

moment apart. And sometimes they play together, and their voices

weave and intertwine like two people finishing each other's sentences.

Let's listen to the second movement, called the Larghetto, which is an

Italian word that tells the musicians to play slowly and expressively.

Can you hear the two violins taking turns? One plays a phrase, and then

the other one responds. It's like they're having a quiet, thoughtful

conversation — the way you might talk with a good friend about

something that matters to you.

The musical term for this kind of writing — where two voices or

instruments are carefully woven together — is counterpoint.

Counterpoint is when two or more melodic lines are played at the same

time in a way that's independent but also perfectly balanced. Vivaldi was

a master at it. And you'll notice that even when both violins are playing

together, each one has its own interesting melody. They're not just

playing the same thing — they each have their own voice in the

conversation.

This concerto is one of the most frequently performed of all Vivaldi's 
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concertos. You'll hear it played by chamber orchestras and string

ensembles all around the world. 

One interesting thing about how musicians perform this piece today is

that there's actually some flexibility in how it can be played. The two

violin soloists sometimes perform the piece standing, facing each other,

so that the visual element of their musical conversation is clear to the

audience. When you watch two musicians playing and responding to

each other that way, the conversation in the music becomes something

you can see as well as hear.

 

There are also fantastic recordings of this piece where you can watch

along with the score — the written-out music — and literally see the two

violin lines weaving together on the page. If that sounds interesting to

you, I've linked to some of my favorite recordings and videos in the

show notes at busykidsdopiano.com/podcast/175

I hope this Vivaldi series has given you and your family a wonderful window

into Baroque music. Don't forget to download your Musical Conversation Map

from the show notes at busykidsdopiano.com/podcast/175. As you listen to the

full concerto, use the map to notice how the two violins are playing together,

and how the feel of the music changes between movements. It's a beautiful

piece to really sit with and explore.

And I also want to share something exciting before we sign off today.

Enrollment for Busy Kids Do Piano, my online piano lesson program for

families, opened on May 1st. You can learn more about it at

busykidsdopiano.com/membership.

If you enjoyed this series, I'd love it if you'd share the podcast with

another music-loving family, or take a moment to leave a review. It

means the world to me and helps more families find the show.

Thanks so much for spending this time with me today. I'm cheering you

on, and I'm so grateful you're here. Keep listening, keep learning, and

keep making music. Bye for now!
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