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Welcome to another exciting episode of Busy Kids Love Music,
where we explore the fascinating world of music to spark the
curiosity and creativity of young minds. I'm your host Carly Seifert,
the creator of Busy Kids Do Piano, and today, we're diving into the

life and music of a Baroque genius, Georg Philipp Telemann.

Georg Philipp Telemann was born on February 23, 1685, in
Magdeburg, Germany. His childhood was marked by a keen
interest in music, and he showed remarkable talent at an early age.
Telemann came from a family that supported his musical pursuits,
and by the age of 10, he was already proficient in several

instruments.

Telemann's musical education continued as he studied law at the
University of Leipzig. Despite his focus on law, he couldn't resist
the allure of music. His musical endeavors became more serious,
and he composed his first opera while still a student. Telemann's
passion for music eventually led him to abandon law and pursue a

full-time career in composition and performance.

Telemann's journey in the world of music took him to various cities
across Germany. He held positions in Eisenach, Frankfurt, and
Hamburg, where he served as the music director for over four
decades. Telemann's remarkable output during this time earned
him a reputation as one of the most prolific composers of the
Baroque era. Do you know what it means to be prolific? It means
that Telemann was creative and produced a lot of music. In fact,
Telemann is listed in the Guinness Book of World records as the

most prolific composer!

Now, let's explore some of Telemann's most famous compositions.
One of his notable contributions is Tafelmusik, which literally
means “table music” in German, and it is a collection of orchestral
suites. An orchestral suite is like a musical adventure made by a
composer. Imagine it as a big box of colorful crayons, where each

crayon is a different piece of music that creates a special mood or
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feeling.The suite that Telemann wrote — Tafelmusik — were pieces
designed to be performed during social gatherings, adding a touch of
elegance to the festivities. Let’s listen to a little bit of the first song in

the suite:

What do you think - can you imagine a fancy dinner party taking place
in a beautiful room with a small orchestra playing this elegant music in
the background as you visit with your guests? This type of music -
tafelmusik — was part of a tradition in which music accompanied meals.
Sometimes that looked like devotional hymns sung during lunches in
someone’s home, or sometimes it was an orchestra playing at a lavish
banquet filled with distinguished guests. Telemann’s Tafelmusik was

over four hours long - that’s a pretty long dinner party!

Another noteworthy work of Telemann’s is called Wassermusik — which
translates to “Water Music”. This piece is also an orchestral suite that
consists of ten movements. It was meant to represent the importance of
Hamburg’s geographical location as a port town on a river, and water

gods and goddesses represented Telemann’s desired nautical theme.

Before we wrap up today's journey into the world of Georg Philipp
Telemann, I encourage our young listeners to explore more of his
music. I've put together a playlist for you at
busykidsdopiano.com/podcast/117 that will have some of the music
you've heard today in addition to a few other selections of Telemann’s
works. Whether you're captivated by the lively dance movements or the
expressive melodies, there's something for everyone in Telemann's vast

musical repertoire.

Thank you for joining me on this musical adventure to learn more about
Georg Philipp Telemann! Don't forget to subscribe to the Busy Kids Love
Music podcast wherever you listen to your podcasts, and if you have any
suggestions for future episodes, feel free to reach out. I look forward to
connecting with you again in 2 weeks for a brand new episode - bye for

now!



